
Condoning the Killing 

Sedion 502 (a) (2): 
Except under circumstances specified in 
this section, no security assistance may be 
provided to any country which engages in 
a consistent pattern of gross violations of 
internationally recognized human rights. I 

The U.S. Foreign Assistance Ad of 1961 
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1. TREASURY POLICE EXECUTES TEN 

San Jose Las Flores March 1979 
Department of Chalatenango 

In March 1979 Army soldiers from the First Military Detachment seized 
30 youths, aged 15 to 20, in San Jose Las Flores in the Department of 
Chalatenango. At the time the young men were playing socc~r. They were 
taken to the barracks of the First Brigade in San Salvador. During the night 
the commanding officer of the First Brigade called officers of the Treasury 
Police, the National Police and the National Guard to tell them that each of 
the security forces would receive a group of the captured youths for 
interrogation. 

The departmental head of the Treasury Police, Commander Dominguez, 
ordered Corporal Manuel Antonio Vanegas to choose a group of soldiers to 
bring ten of the young men to the Treasury Police headquarters. According 
to a deserter from the Treasury Police, Florentino Hernandez, the youths 
were severely beaten in order to force them to confess to belonging to the 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). 

The group of soldiers led by Corporal Vanegas and a Treasury Police 
instructor, Fernando Alvarado, returned to the Treasury Police headquarters 
without the young men. Hernandez has accused Corporal Vanegas and 
Alvarado of assassinating the youths. According to Hernandez, Corporal 
Vanegas later admitted that they had killed the young men outside the San 
Francisco sugar mill near the town of Aguilares in the Department of San 
Salvador. 

At the time of this massacre Colonel Rene Emilio Ponce was Chief of 
Personnel of the Treasury Police in San Salvador. Colonel Ponce is currently 
the Minister of Defense. 
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We have no evidence that violence has 
been used gratuitously against civilians. 

u.s. State Department testimony for 
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
August 22, 1984 
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2. ARMY AND SECURITY FORCES MASSACRE 86 DEMONSTRATORS 

San Salvador October 1979 

At 10 a.m. on October 29, 1979, demonstrators marched in downtown San 
Salvador in the first major protest since the new civilian-military junta took 
power. 

Snipers had taken positions on the roofs of the tall buildings of the El 
Salvador Bank, the San Carlos Pharmacy, the Prensa Grafica newspaper and 
the San Salvador Hotel and at 11:30 a.m. began to fire on the demonstrators. 
The demonstrators tried to disperse but were trapped by the National Police, 
the National Guard, the Treasury Police and the Army. 

Snipers and soldiers on the ground shot and killed 86 people. More than 
200 othets were wounded. Wounded people lying in the streets were 
assassinated by the soldiers. The killing lasted throughout the afternoon and 
into the night. A large number of people were also captured and later 
"disappeared. " 

At this time the head of the National Guard was Colonel Eugenio Vides 
Casanova, the head of the National Police was Lieutenant Colonel Reynaldo 
L6pez Nuila, and the head of the Treasury Police was Colonel Francisco 
Moran. 
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3. NATIONAL GUARD MASSACRES 29 DEMONSTRATORS 

San Salvador October 1979 

On October 31, 1979 a demonstration marched from the Metropolitan 
Cathedral along the main streets of San Salvador. When the demonstrators 
arrived at the south side of the Central Market, they were met by National 
Guard troops. The troops attacked the demonstrators and the thousands of 
people watching the march, shooting in every direction. At least 29 people 
were killed and dozens were wounded. 

At this time the head of the National Guard was Colonel Eugenio Vides 
Casanova. 
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Our failure to press for a negotiated 
solution puts us in league with assassins.l 

Robert E. White 
U.S. Ambassador in EI Salvador (1977-1980) 

November 21, 1989 
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4. THE SUMPUL RIVER MASSACRE: 600 KILLED 

Las Aradas May 1980 
Department of Chalatenango 

On May 5, 1980, high officials of the Guatemalan and Honduran Armies 
met secretly with officials of the Salvadoran Army in the border town of El 
Pay, El Salvador. On May 13, 250 Honduran soldiers lined the Salvadoran 
border in preparation for a Salvadoran Army offensive in the Department of 
Chalatenango. 

On May 14, 1980, combined forces of the Salvadoran Army, National 
Guard, Treasury Police and a paramilitary group, ORDEN, surrounded 
several villages in the Department of Chalatenango. Hundreds of people, 
most of them women and children, took refuge along the banks of the 
Sumpul River near the village of Las Aradas. Ground troops and Salvadoran 
Air Force helicopters equipped with machine-guns fired on the people, 
killing more than 600. 

On June 24, 1980 the Diocese of Santa Rosa de Copan in Honduras 
denounced the massacre, holding the Salvadoran and Honduran governments 
responsible: "Women were tortured before being killed and babies were 
thrown in the air and shot. People who crossed the river were forced back 
by Honduran soldiers. In late aftemoon the killing ended, leaving a 
minimum of 600 cadavers." 

The Archdiocese of San Salvador later confirmed the account of the 
massacre given by the Diocese of Santa Rosa de Copan. 
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[Death squad killing] is not an organized 
movement. It is not a structure that has a 
headquarters that gives commands. It is a 
spontaneous phenomenon, not, as far as 
we can see, orchestrated... It is a lot of 
people who are taking the law into their 
own hands and are committing injustices.) 

Thomas Enders 
Assistant Secretary of State for lnter
American Affairs 
February 2, 1983 
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5. NATIONAL GUARD AND ARMY EXECUTE 31 

San Pablo Tacacruco July 1980 
Department of La Libertad 

On July 9, 1980, 31 people from the village of Mogotes near San Pablo 
Tacachico in the Department of La Libertad were killed by National 
Guardsmen, Salvadoran Army soldiers and a paramilitary grOJ.lP acting as a 
death squad. All 31 people were members of the Mojica-Santos family . 

Fifteen children less than ten years of age were shot. Their mothers were 
also killed. The young women of the family were raped, tortured and later 
killed. Among the victims were two elderly people, Claudia Flamenco 
Santos, 75, and Rosario Mojica, 85, and a baby girl who was 15 days old. 

At the time the head of the National Guard was Colonel Eugenio Vides 
Casanova. 

'.:. 9 18 



Condoning the Killing 

We regret the persistence of a situation in 
which governmental paramilitary 
organizations and other groups continue to 
act with total contempt for the life, 
security and tranquility of the civilian 

population. 

U.N. General Assembly 
December 1981 
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6. TREASURY POLICE EXECUTES 34 PEOPLE 

Guazapa July 1981 
Department of San Salvador 

On the afternoon of July 8, 1981 in the village of Loma de Ramos in the 
Jurisdiction of Guazapa, members of the Treasury Police seized a group of 
young men who were playing soccer. The Treasury Police fon;ed the young 
men to tell them where they lived. The Treasury Police then went to the 
young men's homes and seized other members of their families. The 
captured people were taken in Army vehicles to the town of Concepci6n 
Quezaltepeque in the Department of Chalatenango. Later, all 34 people were 
executed. 

At this time Colonel Francisco Moran was head of the Treasury Police. 
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The level of violence has apparently 
decreased over recent months, we believe, 
in part due to the government's efforts to 
end the abuses that have occurred in that 

country ,4 

Thomas Enders 
Assistant Secretary of State 
September 24, 1981 
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7. THE ARMENIA MASSACRE: 23 KILLED 

Armenia July 1981 
Department of Sonsonate 

At 6:00 p.m. on July 3D, 1981, Army soldiers and Civil Defense members 
in the town of Armenia in the Department of Sonsonate searched the town, 
ordering residents to stay inside their homes. The soldiers broke down the 
front doors of several houses. These families were dragged out of their 
homes and taken away to an unknown location. The following day villagers 
found 23 bodies floating in the Talnique River. 

According to witnesses, the events which lead to this massacre began 
four days earlier during a soccer match between the Las Lajas team and a 
team of Army soldiers stationed at a local military post. The match erupted 
into a dispute. Four days later the whole Las Lajas soccer team was killed. 

Witnesses also said that several other people from the area were captured 
during the military operation, forced to walk five miles, and then killed by 
the Civil Defense members, The bodies of the victims were thrown down a 
well. 

The family members of the victims pressed for an investigation of the 
killings and insisted that the well be searched. Finally, on November 16, 
1986 a team of investigators recovered the remains of four bodies. They 
were identified as the four people who were "disappeared" in 1981. 

Eight Civil Defense members involved in the killing, including Gabriel de 
Jesus G6mez and Bernardino Tula Ramirez, the commander of the Civil 
Defense forces in the village where the well is located, have been implicated 
in the killings, but no one has ever been convicted, 

22 
23 



Condoning the Killing 

"We only had the strength to bury the children and some of the 
women There were just too many dead," said a catequist from a 
:12arby village. This photo was taken in El Mozote. Ganuary, 1982) 

Tbere is no evidence to confirm that government forces 
systematically massacred civilians in the operations zone, or 
that the number of civilians even remotely approached the 

733 or 926 victims cited in the press
s 

Thomas Enders 

Assistant Secretan) of State 


February 1, 1982 
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8. EL MOZOTE MASSACRE: 1,000 KILLED 

EI Mozote December 1981 
Department of Morazan 

On December 7, 1981 the U.s.-trained Atlacatl Battalion, commanded by 
Colonel Domingo Monterrosa, began a major military operation against 
positions held by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) in 
the Department of Morazan. During this operation, called "Hammer and 
Anvil," the Army massacred all of the residents of the village of EI Mozote 
as well as hundreds of people from neighboring villages who had sought 
refuge there. 

Altogether, more than one thousand civilians were killed. The majority 
of the victims were members of fundamentalist Protestant Churches who felt 
that, because of their conservative beliefs, the Army would not attack them. 

The lone survivor, Rufina Amaya, whose husband and four small 
children were murdered, provided a description of the massacre. She stated 
that the Army troops first fired mortars over the community. Then they 
invaded the village and forced all the people to go to the village square 
where they made them lie face down. Then the soldiers took all the men to 
the chapel and forced everyone else into houses. 

The soldiers then took people out in groups beginning with the men, 
most of whom were elderly. The men were told that they were being taken 
to the Lieutenant so that he could send them home. Instead they were killed. 
The people who were still inside the houses heard the machine-gun fire . 

Next the women and children were taken out of the houses. The women 
were raped and then shot. While the soldiers were killing a group of 
women, Rufina escaped and hid behind a bush. She later heard the screams 
of the children being shot, bayoneted and then burned. All of the people in 
the town were killed. 

The Army officers responsible for the massacre were Colonel Jose Rafael 
Flores Lima, Major Jesus Caceres Cabrera and Colonel Domingo Monterrosa. 
No one has ever been charged or convicted of the killings. 
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Well, sometimes maybe the ones that are 
killed are the lucky ones. They leave 
behind their widows and orphans and all 
kinds of unhappy people. There is more 
suffering, I think, on the part of the people 
who are not killed.6 

Robert Wasson 
Advisor to the Reagan Administration 
on EI Salvador 
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9. FIRST BRIGADE EXECUTES 35 

San Antonio Abad January 1982 
Department of San Salvador 

On January 19, 1982 the First Infantry Brigade and security forces 
captured a large number of civilians in San Antonio Abad and other 
neighborhoods of San Salvador. The bodies of 27 people were found the 
following day. The whereabouts of others captured are still unknown. 

The operation took place in the neighborhoods of Centro a merica, 
Miramonte, Miravalle, Montefresco, Cardona, La Granjita, EI Progreso, 
Toluca No.2 and Reparto 2 de Abril. 

During the same operation three days later eight people, including a 
child, were violently taken from their homes by soldiers of the First Brigade. 
Their bodies, which showed signs of brutal torture, were found the following 
day in Calle Nueva in San Antonio Abad. 

During this time Colonel Juan Orlando Zepeda held a command position 
within the First Brigade. Colonel Zepeda currently serves as Vice-Minister 
of Defense. 
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The government of EI Salvador is making 
a concerted and significant effort to control 
gross violations of internationally 
recognized human rights. 7 

President Ronald Reagan 
January 28, 1982 
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10. ARMY MASSACRES 57 

San Jose Las Flores February 1982 
Department of Chalatenango 

On the night of February 2, 1982 in the village of El Alto near San Jose 
Las Flores in the Department of Chalatenango, a mortar attack by the 
Salvadoran Army killed 25 children and ten adults. The people had gathered 
for a religious celebration and were praying the rosary when the mortars hit 
the house. 

Nearby, 22 more people, including an 85-year-old man, were killed 
during the "scorched earth" invasion by the army. All the houses and the 
people's belongings were burned and a number of animals were killed. 

The Atlacatl Battalion and the Belloso Battalion, both trained by the U.s., 
as well as the First Infantry Brigade, the National Guard and paramilitary 
forces (acting as death squads) have all participated in numerous invasions 
of San Jose Las Flores. Each invasion leaves many people dead, 
"disappeared" or tortured. 
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I have the impression that the U.s. is using 
the military doctrine of counterinsurgency 
rather than sincere diplomatic negotiations 
as the means by which we hope to achieve 
a political settlement in El Salvador. And 
I do not believe this heavy emphasis on a 
military-oriented solution is going to 
work.s 

Lt. Colonel Edward King 
U.S. Army, Ret. 
January 26, 1984 
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11. ARMY AND AIR FORCE MASSACRE 300 

Los Cerros de San Pedro August 1982 
Department of San Vicente 

On August 24, 1982 the Salvadoran Army invaded nine villages in the 
Department of San Vicente in the area of Los Cerros de San Pedro and the 
Air Force bombed the area heavily. The soldiers stole the villagers' 
possessions, then burned their houses and killed their livestock and poultry. 
Entire families were executed. Most of the victims were women, children 
and elderly people. More than 300 people were killed by bombing and 
assassination. 

The Minister of Defense at the time was Colonel Jose Guillermo Garcia, 
the head of the Air Force was General Rafael Bustillo and the Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff was General Adolfo Onectfero Bland6n. 
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If they [the victims] were killed, it was 
because they were subversives.9 

Colonel Elmer Gonzalez Araujo 
February 1983 
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12. LAS HOJAS MASSACRE: 74 KILLED 

Las Hojas February 1983 
Department of Sonsonate 

On February 22, 1983, 100 soldiers from the Jaguar Battalion in Sonsonate 
attacked a cooperative administered by the National Association of 
Salvadoran Indigenous People (ANIS) under the direction of Adrian Esquino 
Lisco, the preSident of ANIS. The cooperative is located on the Santa Julia 
hacienda near Las Hojas in the Jurisdiction of San Antonio del Monte in the 
Department of Sonsonate. 

Initially the soldiers led away seven men and two children from the 
cooperative and then killed them. Later the Army seized nine more people 
whom they also killed. The hands of the victims were found tied. The skulls 
of all the victims were destroyed by bullets. 

In nearby villages the soldiers seized 60 more cooperative members 
whose names were on death lists. These people were killed on the banks of 
the Cuyuapa River. 

Neighbors and family members of the victims stated that soldiers from 
the Jaguar Battalion in Sons onate were responsible. They recognized Captain 
Figueroa Morales, the commander of that barracks. The cooperative 
members also attributed responsibility to Colonel Elmer Gonzalez Araujo. 
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We simply do not have evidence that these 
American-trained battalions have engaged 
in significant human rights abuses that 
have come to our attention. As you know, 
we spend a lot of time trying to monitor 
this. IO 

Thomas Enders 
Asstant Secretary of State 
March 16, 1983 
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13. ARMY AND AIR FORCE MASSACRE 150 

Tenango and Guadalupe March 1983 
Department of Cuscatlan 

On March I, 1983 the u.S.-trained Atlacatl Battalion invaded the villages 
of Tenango and Guadalupe in the Department of Cuscatlan following 
bombing and rocketing of the population by the Air Force. Fifty villagers 
were killed. The victims' bodies were completely destroyed. 

The follOWing day soldiers invaded an area along the Quezalapa River 
where they killed 100 villagers and wounded many others. The soldiers 
burned the bodies and stole the possessions of the victims. 

At the time of these killings the Armed Forces Chief of Staff was Colonel 
Adolfo Onecffero Bland6n and the head of the Salvadoran Air Force was 
General Rafael Bustillo. Colonel Domingo Monterrosa was head of the 
Atlacatl Battalion. 
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Please understand the situation. It was an 
exception... 11 

Colonel Domingo Monterrosa 
Atlacatl Battalion Commander 
to residents of Tenancingo after the bombing 
September 1983 
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14. AIR FORCE BOMBING KILLS 50 

Tenancingo September ~983 
Department of Cuscatl<in 

On September 25, 1983, high-level officers of the Salvadoran Army, 
including officers of the Atlacatl Battalion, ordered the bombing of the town 
of Tenancingo. Survivors stated that the first bombs fell on houses where 
civilians had taken refuge in order to escape fighting in the streets between 
government soldiers and guerrillas. 

Colonel Adolfo Onecifero Bland6n was heard on the radio instructing 
pilots that everyone in the town was an enemy and that they should bomb 
civilian targets. Thirty-five people died when a bomb fell in the middle of 
a group of civilians who were preparing to leave the town. These people 
were attacked in spite of the fact that they were waving a Green Cross flag 
in order to make it clear that they were civilians. More than 50 people died 
as a result of the bombing and hundreds were wounded. 

This military action was directed by Colonel Domingo Monterrosa, the 
head of the Atlacatl Battalion, and Colonel Adolfo Onecffero Bland6n, head 
of the Armed Forces. 
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The first quick-reaction battalion trained 
by the US. instructors--the Atlacatl 
Battalion--has achieved a commendable 
combat record, not only for its tactical 
capability in fighting guerrillas, but also 
for its humane treatment of the people.12 

Nestor Sanchez 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Inter
American Affairs 
June 2, 1982 
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15. THE COPAPA YO MASSACRE: 118 KILLED 

Copapayo November 1983 
Department of Cuscatlan 

On November 4, 1983 an attack by the Atlacatl Battalion, accompanied 
by aerial bombing and strafing, killed over 100 civilians in the village of 
Copapayo in the Jurisdiction of Suchitoto in the Department of Cuscatlan. 
Dozens of people were shot or drowned as they tried to escape into Lake 
Suchitlan. The survivors of the initial attack were taken to the nearby 
villages of San Nicolas and La Escopeta where they were locked in houses 
while the soldiers awaited further orders. 

The following day, soldiers machine-gunned and threw grenades into 
the houses containing the captured persons. The only survivors were three 
children who were positioned at the bottom of a pile of bodies. 

In all, 118 people were killed. 
The commanding officer of the Atlacatl Battalion soldiers responsible for 

the massacre was Colonel Domingo Monterrosa. 
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The Army and Air Force do not conduct 
indiscriminate bombings or artillery 
shellings... Systematic or frequent 
bombings have not occurred. 

U.S. State Department testimony for 
Western Hemisphere subcomittee of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
August 22, 1984 
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16. AIR FORCE AND ARMY MASSACRE 25 

Las Piletas April 1984 
Department of San Vicente 

On April 9, 1984, 35 truckloads of soldiers from the Atlacatl and Belloso 
Battalions invaded the area of the Department of San Vicente. The soldiers 
concentrated their attack on the villages of San Nicolas, San Felipe, EI Jiquillal 
and Las Vegas. The inhabitants of these villages--approximately 190 men, 
women, children and elderly people--tried to flee in the direction of the 
village of EI Chile. They walked all night. 

In the morning the group of civilians were spotted by a reconnaissance 
plane and subsequently other planes bombed the area where they were 
hiding. The group suffered many casualties. 

Later in the day SOO more people joined the group. They fled towards 
the village of San Bartolo because the other villages had already been 
bombed. Both the soldiers and the plane pursued the group as they sought 
safety. The people were in the village of Las Piletas when an A- 37 fighter 
and 0-2 "Push and Pull" planes began to bomb them. Eight people were 
killed by bombs and eleven were wounded. 

The Army pursued the villagers for days before overtaking them at San 
Carlos Lempa. The soldiers then attacked the people with mortars and 
machine-gun fire, killing 25. 
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We always had a hard time getting the 
Atlacatl soldiers to take prisoners instead 
of earsY 

Visiting professor at the u.s. Army School of 
the Americas 
January 26, 1990 
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17. LOS LLANITOS MASSACRE: 68 KILLED 

Los Llanitos July 1984 
Department of Cabanas 

On July 18, 1984 a joint military operation was carried out against the 
inhabitants of the villages of Los Llanitos, La Tortuga, La Ceiba, Azacualpa, 
Culebrilla, San Antonio and Pepeistenango in the Department of Cabanas by 
the Fifth Military Detachment, the First Infantry Brigade and the U.s.-trained 
Atlacatl and Belloso Battalions. Many people were captured by the troops. 

Four days later 68 people, including 18 children, were executed. The 
bodies of the women showed signs of rape. Twenty-eight of the cadavers 
showed signs of torture. Some of the bodies were missing feet and others 
were missing heads. The follOWing day soldiers returned in a helicopter and 
burned the majority of the cadavers. 

One of the survivors of the massacre, Juan Rivera, gave the following 
testimony. 

I am a witness. I saw the bodies destroyed by grenades and 
bombs, mutilated by machetes. I saw 16 cadavers in Los Llanitos, 
three in La Ceiba, 16 in Azacualpa and 13 in Culebrilla. 

On the banks of the Quezalapa River I found the bullet-ridden 
body of my daughter. She was 20 years old. Her name was Ana 
Gloria Rivera. 
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Ted Koppel: "Secretary Abrams, why was neither of those 

II incidents [Los LLanitos and the Gualsinga River massacres] reported 
" I , I 

I ' ! [in the State Department's country report on EI Salvador]?" 

Asst. Sec. of State Elliot Abrams: "Because neither of them 
happened. Because it is a tactic of the guerrillas every time there is I' 
a battle and a significant number of people are killed to say that 
they're all victims of human rights abuses." 

Aryeh Neier from America's Watch: "That's why The New York 
Times... " 

I I 


I 


Sec. Abrams: "Ted, there's one very important point here." 

Aryeh Neier: "...and The Boston Globe and The Miami Herald 
and The Christian Science Monitor and Reuters and all the other 
reporters who went to the scene and looked at what took place, they 
were simply being propagandists for the guerrillas? Is that right?" 

Sec. Abrams: "I'm telling you that there were no significant __ 
there were no massacres in El Salvador in 1984."14 

"Nightline " 

February 13, 1985 
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18. THE GUALSINGA RIVER MASSACRE: 34 KILLED 

Nueva Trinidad August 1984 
Department of Chalatenango 

On August 28, 1984 the Atlacatl Battalion invaded the villages near the 
towns of Nueva Trinidad and San Jose Las Flores in the Department of 
Chalatenango and began to fire mortars at the villages. Three to four 
hundred villagers fled the invasion and made their way to the Gualsinga 
River. 

On August 30 helicopters spotted the movement of people and landed 
troops in the area. By 10 a.m. the soldiers had surrounded the people and 
began to fire on them, killing at least 34 and wounding others. Several 
people drowned in the river while trying to escape. Another 50 people were 
captured by the army. 

One of the survivors gave the following testimony. 

As we rested at the Gualsinga River, a helicopter flew over us. 
Then we saw the soldiers. We were surrounded: the river on one 
side, the Army on the other. There was tremendous shooting. I lost 
four of my children and my husband. I was able to flee. 

I returned three days later to the scene of the massacre. I saw 
a pile of dead people--children, women, old people--and vultures 
flying around. 
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Salvadoran Air Force helicopter patrols over the highly conflictive 

Department of San Miguel. 
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19. AIR FORCE BOMBS VILLAGES NEAR GUAZAPA VOLCANO 

Guazapa volcano June 1985 
Department of Cuscatlan 

On June 7, 1985 at 7:30 a.m., twelve UH-1H helicopters landed soldiers 
near the Guazapa volcano in the Department of Cuscatlan. With air support 
the troops attacked the civilian population of Platanares, Chaparral, San 
Antonio and Ceretal. Seventeen villagers, who had been doing farm work 
and domestic chores, were killed, 16 others were captured and many more 
were wounded. 

Three A-37 fighters, one A-47 gunship, two 0-2 "Push and Pull" planes, 
two helicopters mounted with artillery, and twelve UH-1H helicopters 
carried out an intense and indiscriminate bombing and machine-gunning 
against the civilian population, using SO-calibre machine-guns and SOO
pound bombs. 

After the troops withdrew, the villagers gathered the bodies of the 
victims. Many had been mutilated or burned with acid. 

At this time the head of the Salvadoran Air Force was General Rafael 
Bustillo, and the Vice-Commander was Gen. Rafael Antonio Villamariona. 
Gen. Villamariona is currently head of the Salvadoran Air Force. 
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In the conflict zones, there simply aren't 
any civilians. The people who move in 
zones of rebel persistence are identified as 
guerrillas. Good people--those who are 
not with the guerrillas--are not there I 5 

Colonel Carlos Aviles 
Salvadoran Army spokesperson 
August 12, 1986 

Condoning the Killing 

20. AIR FORCE BOMBfNG KILLS THREE 

Ocotal August 1985 
Department of Chalatenango 

On August 6, 1985 at 3 p.m., the Air Force bombed the village of Ocotal 
in the Department of Chalatenango. Two A-37 fighters and one 0-2 "Push 
and Pull" plane dropped bombs and fired rockets on the civilian population. 
No guerrillas were present in the area. Three people were killed, including 
a two-year-old girl, and others were wounded. Seventy-one people were 
left homeless. 

At the lime of this attack the head of the Salvadoran Air Force was 
General Rafael Bustillo. Vice Commander was Gen. Villamariona, current 
head of the Air Force. 
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The best example of guerrilla 
disinformation is this business of 
indiscriminate bombing in Guazapa.16 

Elliot Abrams 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Mily 14, 1986 
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21 . ARMY OPERATION PHOENIX KILLS 245 

Guazapa volcano January 1986 
Department of Cuscatlan 

On January 10, 1986, 5,000 soldiers from the Salvadoran Armed Forces, 
including the Atlacatl, Bracamonte and Belloso Battalions, initiated a military 
operation known as Operation Phoenix on the Guazapa volcano. Before 
1986, the Guazapa volcano had been the target of over 25 bombing attacks, 
resulting in hundreds of civilian casualties. 

Operation Phoenix lasted two months. During this time 245 people were 
killed, the majority of them women, elderly people and children who were 
unable to flee. Another 1,045 civilians were captured and taken to the Calle 
Real displaced persons camp. Four hundred fifty-five houses were burned. 
The soldiers also destroyed 100 acres of cornfields and burned harvested 
sorghum and com, as well as 17 acres of banana trees. 
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A Salvadoran girl and her grandmother stand outside their home 

in a highly conflictive area of El Salvador. 
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22. ARMY EXECUTES FOUR 

Arcatao April 1986 
Department of Chalatenango 

On April 8, 1986, Army troops entered the village of Arcatao in the 
Department of Chalatenango and seized a number of people. The rest of the 
residents of the village took refuge in the local church. The children cried 
because they were hungry and thirsty. When people tried to leave the 
church to look for food and water, the soldiers threatened them with guns. 

The soldiers tortured the detainees and threatened them with death. 
They were beaten, stripped of their clothes, and forced to march nude 
through the town. Four of the detained were killed by the soldiers and their 
bodies burned. 

Residents of the town also denounced heavy bombing in the villages 
surrounding Arcatao. Air Force planes dropped SOD-pound bombs on 
civilian areas destroying houses, crops and livestock. 
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This is a frustrating mentality the 
Americans bring here.. . with this timid, 
frightened, cowardly attitude we can't do 
anything. Wars are cruel and must be 

ended quickly. 

That's what the U.s. did in World War II; 
they dropped an atomic bomb which 
ended the conflict and saved millions of 

lives.17 

Colonel Sigifredo OcJwa 
September 1987 
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23. AIR FORCE BOMBING KILLS SEVEN 

San Antonio del Mosco January 1987 
Department of San Miguel 

On January 22, 1987, four Salvadoran Air Force helicopters rocketed and 
machine-gunned the villages of San Diego and La Laguna near the town of 
San Antonio del Mosco in the Department of San Miguel. Seven people 
were killed and four people were wounded. Among those killed were Maria 
Escolastica Argueta, 18, Agapito Guevara, 30, Josefina Martinez, 16, and 
Eleuteria Barahona, 30, and a one-year-old child, Griselda Argueta . 

The same day Air Force planes also bombed and fired rockets on the 
inhabitants of the village of Piedra Azul near the town of Carolina in the 
Department of San Miguel. UH-1M helicopters opened fire on houses, 
resulting in several civilian casualties. 

At the time the Commander of the Salvadoran Air Force was General 
Rafael Bustillo. The Vice-Commander was Gen. Rafael Antonio Villamariona 
who is currently head of the Air Force. 
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We don't know who the death squads 
18are.

Elliot Abrams 
Assistant Secretary of State 
August 3, 1983 
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24. SOLDIERS KILL THREE COOPERATIVE MEMBERS 

San Francisco Los Reyes April 1987 
Department of La Paz 

On April 8, 1987 at 7:30 p.m., three men armed with revolvers and hand 
grenades and dressed in civilian clothes entered the San Carlos Cooperative 
located in the village of San Francisco Los Reyes near the town of 
Zacatecoluca in the Department of La Paz. Members of the cooperative 
recognized the men as members of the Salvadoran Armed Forces. 

According to statements by cooperative members, the three men raped 
four young women in the village. Then one of the three threw a grenade 
into the house of David Ortiz, a cooperative leader. The explosion killed 
three people: Francisca Luz Martinez, Eulogio Alvarez Garay and Carlos 
Alberto Garcia Coto. Five other members of the cooperative, including one 
child, were wounded. 
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It was an attitudinal problem that ran 
through the human rights death squad 
issue. The military and security forces 
were unfortunately not as clear as they 
should have been through the continuing 
struggle. There were all kinds of efforts 
by Mil Group commanders to try to 
reform the way the war was conducted. 

... They have succeeded at long last.19 

Ambassador Dean Hinton 
September 10, 1987 
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25. SOLDIERS RAPE AND KILL FIVE WOMEN 

Agua Caliente January 1988 
Department of Chalatenango 

On January 21, 1988 at I p.m., eight helicopters landed troops near the 
villages of Quezera, Cimarr6n, La Montanita, Agua Fria and Encumbrado 
near the town of Agua Caliente in the Department of Chalatenango. After 
the troops had disembarked, the helicopters began machine- gunning and 
firing rockets at the houses of the inhabitants. 

Following the aerial attack the soldiers entered the villages. They raped, 
tortured and killed five women: Marfa Rosa Tejada, 18, Yolanda Pineda 
Pineda, IS, Sonia Guardado, 12, Concepci6n Guardado, the mother of Sonia, 
and a woman named Esperanza whose last name is not known. According 
to family members who found the bodies of the victims, the women had 
been tortured and their heads cut off. 
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A young widow holds a picture of her husband murdered in 
February 1988 by members of the Salvadoran military. 
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26. AIR FORCE SPECIAL PATROL EXECUTES THREE 

Soyapango April 1988 
Department of San Salvador 

On April 14, 1988 a special patrol of the Salvadoran Air Force known as 
the Red Berets seized Arturo Navarro Vivas, 30, Arnoldo Cerritos, 25, and 
Vicente Cerritos, 56, from their homes in the Vista Hermosa neighborhood 
of the village of El Tninsito near Soyapango in the Department of San 
Salvador. The three men had been receiving technical advice from the 
National Association of Agricultural Workers (ANT A). ANT A has been 
heavily persecuted and many members have been killed, tortured, 
imprisoned or "disappeared." 

Although ' dozens of witnesses saw the three men being forced onto 
military trucks, all branches of the Armed Forces and the security forces 
denied that they had been arrested. 

The bodies of the three men were found two days later near the village 
of San Luis Talpa. They had initialIy been buried as unknown persons, but 
later their bodies were exhumed and family members identified them. 
Injuries showed that the men had been tortured before their death. The 
forensic examination stated that their faces had been disfigured by shots 
fired from high-calibre guns. 
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The head wounds on the [assassinated) ten 
villagers must have been a result of the 
FMLN digging up the bodies and shooting 
them in the head. 

Then [the FMLN) fabricates a story and 
blames US.20 

Colonel Rene Emilio Ponce 
then-Salvadoran Army Chief of Staff 
as related to U.S. Representative Gerry Studds 
January, 1989 
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27. THE SAN SEBASTIAN MASSACRE: TEN KILLED 

San Sebastian September 1988 
Department of San Vicente 

On the morning of September 21, 1988, soldiers from the Jiboa Battalion 
of the Fifth Infantry Brigade based in the Department of San Vicente invaded 
the village of San Sebastian and seized 40 people from the area, including 
men, women, children and elderly people. The detainees were abused 
physically and psychologically. They were held in the classrooms and 
bathrooms of the local school. 

At noon the soldiers read a list of names. If a person's name appeared 
on the list, the soldiers put a blindfold over that person's eyes and bound his 
or her hands. The soldiers then took these people to the back of the school. 
After ten people had been thus singled out, the soldiers took them to the 
village of Cebadia. Half an hour later people in the area heard the sound of 
machine-gun fire. 

The family members of the victims state emphatically that the persons 
responsible for killing their relatives were members of the Jiboa Battalion. 
The local judge, Alcides Guandique, charged nine members of the Battalion 
with the killing, including Major Mauricio Beltran Granados and sub
Sargeant Rafael Gonzalez Villalobos. Charges against all but the two have 
been dropped. The case has not come to trial. 
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Foreign countries, in their zeal to dominate 
the world, will supply the weapons [to El 
Salvador] while Salvadorans supply the 
bodies. 

Archbishop Rivera Damas 
1990 
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28. AIR FORCE BOMBING KILLS FIVE 

Torola March 1989 
Department of Morazan 

On March 7, 1989 at 5 p.m., the Salvadoran Air Force bombed an area 
near the town of Torola in the Department of Morazan. Four helicopters, 
two A-37 fighters and one "Push and Pull" plane attacked the area through 
the night. Four children and one man were killed. They were Carmen Rivera, 
3, Leonor Sanchez, 9, Brigida Valeriana Rivera, 2, Lorenzo Rivera, 11, and 
Baudilio Hernandez, 56. Three children and two women were also wounded. 

Family members identified the dead by their clothing, since their bodies 
were badly mutilated. 

At this time General Rafael Bustillo was head of the Salvadoran Air 
Force. Gen. Rafael Antonio Villamariona, the Vice-Commander of the Air 
Force at the time, is the current head of the Air Force. 
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FENASTRAS had suffered seven attacks on their office in the 
previous year. Here the unidentified dead lie among the rubble 
from the blast. 
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29. THE FENASTRAS BOMBING: TEN KILLED 

San Salvador October 1989 

On October 31, 1989 at 12:30 p.m., a powerful bomb exploded on the 
premises of the National Labor Federation of Salvadoran Workers 
(FENASTRAS) while union members and their children were eating lunch. 
Six union members were killed instantly and three more died after being 
taken to hospitals. In addition, a civilian walking near the FENASTRAS was 
killed by the blast. Included among the dead was union leader Febe 
Elizabeth Velasquez, who in the past had been imprisoned by security forces. 
She had received repeated death threats. 

According to Army deserters, the attack on FENASTRAS was the work 
of death squads linked to security forces. During the previous year 
FENASTRAS had experienced seven other attacks. The office of 
FENASTRAS is located about 200 meters from the barracks of the National 
Police . 
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I am sure that EI Salvador's government 
was not involved.~l 

President George Bush 
in reference to the killing of the Jesuits 
Navember 21, 1989 
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30. THE JESUIT MASSACRE: EIGHT KILLED 

San Salvador November 1989 

On November 16, 1989 at about 1 a.m., between 35 and 40 uniformed 
soldiers of the U.s.-trained Atlacatl Battalion invaded the campus of the 
Central American University (UCA) and assaulted the Archbishop Romero 
Pastoral Center which served as a residence for Jesuit faculty and their 
housekeeper. 

Five Jesuit priests, including the rector and vice-rector of the UCA, were 
killed by machine-gun fire on the back lawn. A sixth priest was assassinated 
in his bed. The cook and her daughter were also assassinated in their 
quarters. The names of the victims are Elba Julia Ramos, Celina Ramos, 
Ignacio Ellacuria (UCA Rector), Ignacio Martin-Bar6 (UCA Vice-Rector), 
Segundo Montes, Joaquin LOpez y L6pez, Juan Ram6n Moreno and Armando 
LOpez. 

Much of the books, photographs and office equipment of the Pastoral 
Center were destroyed. 

Under orders from President Alfredo Cristiani, the Atlacatl Battalion had 
searched the Pastoral Center, including the residence of the Jesuits, less than 
72 hours previous to the attack. For several days, government radio stations 
broadcasted death threats against the Jesuits. 

The actual assault took place during a government-imposed curfew and 
within a short distance of a military post. Despite the fact that the assassins 
fired hundreds of rounds of ammunition and lit flares which could be seen 
from afar, no other military units responded to investigate. 

Evidence vital for the investigation, including military log books which 
recorded troop movement at the Military Academy, has been destroyed. No 
military soldier or officer has volunteered any information about the case. 

Five Army officers, including Col. Guillermo Alfredo Benavides who was 
the director of the Military Academy, and four soldiers were charged with 
the crime. There have been no convictions. 
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If any new incident might arise such as the 
murders in the Jesuit case, we can assure 
you we are going to investigate it with the 
same enthusiasm as we investigated the 
Jesuit case.22 

President Alfredo Cristiani 

January 18, 1990 
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31. ARMY EXECUTES SEVEN 

Cuscatancingo November 1989 
Department of San Salvador 

Cuscatancingo, like other poor neighborhoods on the outskirts of San 
Salvador, was the scene of intense combat between government troops and 
FMLN forces in mid-November. Many of the neighborhoods were bombed 
and mortared by the Armed Forces causing high civilian casualties. 

On November 19, 1989, Army soldiers seized six young men from their 
homes in Cuscatancingo, lined them up against a wall, and machine-gunned 
them. The names of the youths were Walter and Raul Zetino, Oscar L6pez, 
Jose Crespin, Jorge Campos, and Raul Castro. 

"We found Raul with his ID card in his hand. He was trying to identify 
himself when they shot him," said a neighbor. 

Three of the six were day laborers. One worked in a glass factory and 
another in a brewery. L6pez had been residing in the United States and had 
returned only two weeks earlier to visit his old friends in the neighborhood. 

The seventh victim was 14-year-old Emanuel Medrano who happened 
to pass by the scene of the massacre. His mother had sent him to buy bread 
at the store. He too was shot to death. 

There have been no charges issued and no formal governmental 
investigation into their deaths. 

At the time of the killing Colonel Rene Emilio Ponce, current Minster of 
Defense, was Army Chief of Staff. Colonel Juan Orlando Zepeda was Vice
Minister of Defense at the time and remains in that position. 
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A child from Corral de Piedra stands over one of 
the five victims from the February, 1990 bombing 
attack. 
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32. AIR FORCE ATTACK KILLS AVE 

Corral de Piedra February 1990 
Chalatenango 

On February 11, 1990 in the village of Corral de Piedra near the town of 
San Jose Las Flores in the Department of Chalatenango, five people were 
killed and a number of others were wounded by a bombing attack carried 
out by the Salvadoran Air Force. The attack began at 6:25 a.m. and 
continued for over two hours. At 8:30 a.m. a helicopter with rockets flew 
low over the village and fired on some of the buildings. Seeking protection 
from the bombing, some people took refuge in the community's chapel. 
Others sought refuge in a house which was fired on by helicopters, resulting 
in the five deaths. 

The victims were Ana Beatriz L6pez, 2, Blanca Lidia Guardado, 2-1/2, 
Isabel L6pez, 10, Jose Dolores Serrano, 11, and Jose Anibal Guardado, 28. 

All were former refugees who had returned to their homes in October 
1989 from the Mesa Grande refugee camp in Honduras. 

Gen. Rafael Antonio Villamariona was head of the Salvadoran Air Force 
at this time, a position he still holds. 

72 
73 



Condoning the Killing 

Footnotes 

1. Cited in Joy Hackel and Daniel Siegel, In Contempt of Congress 
(Washington D.C.: IPS, April 1985), p. 134. 

2. Robert E. White, "Salvadorans Die, Bush Dawdles," New York 
Times, November 21, 1989. 

. 3. Testimony before for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
cited in Hackel and Siegel, p. 98. 

4. Congressional testimony, cited in Americas Watch report A 
Year of Reckoning (New York: Americas Watch, March, 1990), p. 147. 

5. Testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, cited 
in Ray Bonner, Weakness and Deceit (New York: Times Books, 1984), p . 
340. 

6. Mr. Wasson was on staff with the Hoover Institute while 
advising the Adminstration on Central America policy. 

7. Statement from the Presidential certification of human rights 
compliance by the Salvadoran government, cited in Bonner, p . 340. 

8. Testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

9. Cited in CODEHUCA Human Rights Report, 1989. 

10. Testimony before House Committee on Appropriations, cited 
in Hackel and Siegel, p. 101. 

11. Cited in Americas Watch A Year of Reckoning, p. 158. 

12. Testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, cited 
in Hackel and Siegel, p. 100. 

13. Quoted in "Anatomy of a Murder Probe," Newsweek, January 
26, 1990, cited in Americas Watch A Year of Reckoning, p. 158. 



Condoning the Killing 

14. ABC News "Nightline" broadcast, cited in Americas Watch A 
Year of Reckoning, p. 16-17. 

15. Joe Fish and Cristina Sganga, El Salvador: Testament of Terror 
(New York: Olive Branch Press, 1988), p. 60. 

16. Testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

17. Quoted in NACLA Report on the Americlls, July, 1989. 

18. Testimony before the Subcommittee on Human Rights and 
International Organizations and the Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere 
Affairs, cited in Hackel and Siegel, p. 99. 

19. Cited in Max Manwaring and Court Prisk, EI Salvador At War: 
An Oral History (National Defense University Press: Washington, D.C., 
1988), p . 234. 

20. Cited in Arms Control and Foreign Policy Caucus Report 
Barriers to Reform: A Profile of El Salvador's Military Leaders, Washington, 
D.C., May 21, 1990. p. 20. 

21. Quoted in The Miami Herald, November 21, 1989, cited in 
Americas Watch Report A Year of Reckoning. 

22. Quoted on McNeil/Lehrer News Hour, January 18, 1990, cited 
in Americas Watch Report A Year of Reckoning. 



u.s. AID TO EL SALVADOR: 1980-19901 

(in millions of current dollars) 

Year Military ESE2 003 and FA4 Io1al 

1980 5.955 3.000 55.565 64.520 

1981 35.495 37.200 83.770 156.465 

1982 82.002 127.200 93.299 302.501 

1983 81 .300 159.000 86.257 326.557 

1984 206.500 149.000 67.170 422.670 

1985 146.250 274.000 150.838 571.088 

1986 121.798 191.045 124.650 437.493 

1987 111.521 187.100 260.097 558.718 

1988 81.500 196.500 124.963 402.963 

1989 86.400 192.000 114.778 393.178 

1990 98.600 178.545 110.918 388.063 

TOTAL 1,057.371 1,694.590 1,272.575 4,024.536 
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2. Ecooomc Support Funds 
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The question for El Salvador is how to 
continue this remarkable democratic 
experiment. 

El Salvador: The Battle for Democracy 
Bureau of Public Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
November, 1988 
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I ask you, if you truly want to defend 
human rights, prohibit the giving of aid to 
the Salvadoran government. 

Mons. Oscar Amulfo Romero 
Archbishop of San Salvador 
in a letter to President Jimmy Carter 
February 17, 1980 
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